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From: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Sunday, November 25, 2018 10:47 PM 
To: Daniel Jenkins <djenkins@sageengineers.com>; Neil Graber <ngraber@northstareng.com>; Jeff Maupin 
<jmaupin@nywd.org>; Darren Mack <dmack@sageengineers.com> 
Subject: RE: Forbestown Ditch ‐ Check‐in Meeting 
 
I may not be able to make this meeting in person or at all.  I may have an important meeting on Bay Delta Voluntary 
Agreements that I can’t miss.  I will let you know as soon as possible but not likely before Tuesday. 
  
Curt Aikens 
General Manager 
Direct:  530‐741‐5015 
Main:  530‐741‐5000 
  

 
  
  
-----Original Appointment----- 
From: Daniel Jenkins [mailto:djenkins@sageengineers.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2018 1:31 PM 
To: Curt Aikens; Neil Graber; Jeff Maupin; Darren Mack 
Subject: Forbestown Ditch - Check-in Meeting 
When: Friday, November 30, 2018 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: YWA 1220 F Street Marysville 
  
  
All, 
  
Scheduling a brief check‐in meeting to discuss any questions/clarifications regarding the Forbestown Ditch project. We 
will send out a list of discussion items prior to the meeting. Please let us know if another date/time works better. Thanks 
and have a great Thanksgiving.  
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From: Willie Whittlesey <wwhittlesey@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 11:52 AM 
To: jmaupin@nywd.org 
Subject: FW: FW: Forbestown Walkdown notes and pictures 

 
Jeff, 
 
Last week I received the observation notes from the Forbestown ditch walk‐down.  I just reviewed the notes and it looks 
like the walk‐down was valuable as SAGE provided some good recommendations for engineering that will potentially 
save costs.  I believe he next step is to have a review meeting with NorthStar, SAGE, NYWD, and YWA all 
participating.  Let me know if that is the plan.   
 
Thanks, 
 
Willie  
 

From: Willie Whittlesey  
Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 1:06 PM 
To: jmaupin@nywd.org 
Subject: Re: FW: Forbestown Walkdown notes and pictures 

 
Thanks Jeff. I just called Dan Jenkins at sage and requested a status update. I also intend to ask him if their 
acquisition/re-org is going to affect their review of your project. I will keep you posted on his reply.  
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: jmaupin@nywd.org  
Date: 4/17/19 10:45 AM (GMT-08:00)  
To: Willie Whittlesey <wwhittlesey@yubawater.org>  
Subject: FWD: FW: Forbestown Walkdown notes and pictures  
 
Good morning Willie 
  
Thank you again for the tour and your insight I enjoyed it very much. I'm forwarding this email from your 
engineering consultant (Sage) to my engineer Neil at Northstar.  I'm not sure if Saga is communicating with you 
and I wanted to make sure that everyone's comfortable with the project and all concerns have been addressed 
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prior to the next POD meeting so we can move forward. Would you let me know if there are any outstanding 
concerns or changes that need my attention? 
  
Thank you, 
Jeff 
  

--------- Original Message ---------  
Subject: FW: Forbestown Walkdown notes and pictures 
From: "Neil Graber" <ngraber@northstareng.com> 
Date: 4/16/19 9:11 am 
To: "Jeff Maupin - North Yuba Water District (jmaupin@nywd.org)" <jmaupin@nywd.org> 
Cc: "'email@nywd.org'" <email@nywd.org> 

Jeff, 

  

This is the E-mail we spoke about yesterday morning. 

  

Neil Graber 

Senior Engineer 

  

 

111 Mission Ranch Blvd, Ste. 100 
Chico, CA 95926 
(530) 893-1600 ext. 206 

  

From: Jenkins, Daniel R. <djenkins@gfnet.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 11:59 AM 
To: Neil Graber <ngraber@northstareng.com>; Rich Guevarra <RGuevarra@northstareng.com> 
Subject: Forbestown Walkdown notes and pictures 

  

Neil, 
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Apologize for the delay getting back to you. We have been going through a transition here as SAGE 
was acquired by Gannett Fleming about a week and a half ago. I’ve added our notes from the walkdown 
and our pictures to our Sharefile site here for your reference as you are making any changes to the 
drawings. The folders with “DAM” are Darren’s notes and the ones with “DRJ” are mine. Please let me 
know if you have any trouble accessing the files and if you have any questions ahead of your meeting 
next week. We are planning to get something to YWA early next week with a summary of our 
observations. Do you know when the meeting is with NYWD so that we can make sure to get it to them 
ahead of the meeting? Thanks. 

  

  

 

Dan Jenkins, PE |Project Engineer, Dams & Hydraulics 

SAGE Engineers, A Business Group of Gannett Fleming | 2251 Douglas Blvd., Suite 200, Roseville, CA 95661 

SAGE is now part of global infrastructure firm Gannett Fleming. We remain ever-focused on delivering the highest value 
geoscience, engineering, and geostructural solutions. 

d  916.677.4762 | c  916.439.9375 | djenkins@gfnet.com 

Excellence DeliveredAs Promised 

www.sageengineers.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn   

 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse 
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically 
request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment. 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you 
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited. 

material received to the sender and permanently delete this message. 
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From: Willie Whittlesey <wwhittlesey@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 9:31 AM 
To: jmaupin nywd.org <jmaupin@nywd.org> 
Subject: FW: Letter regarding Forbestown Ditch Piping Project  
 
 
 

From: Willie Whittlesey  
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 12:36 PM 
To: 'jmaupin@nywd.org' <jmaupin@nywd.org> 
Cc: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>; Terri Daly <tdaly@yubawater.org>; Andy Vasquez ‐ Yuba County Water 
Agency (andy@andyvasquez.com) <andy@andyvasquez.com>; Brent Hastey <bhastey@gmail.com>; Charlie Mathews 
<cmathews@pulsarco.com>; Doug Lofton <dlofton@co.yuba.ca.us>; Gary Bradford <gbradford@co.yuba.ca.us>; Mike 
Leahy <mleahy@co.yuba.ca.us>; Randy Fletcher <randy@fletcherins.com> 
Subject: Letter regarding Forbestown Ditch Piping Project  
 
Jeff, 
 
As we discussed this morning, attached is a letter in response to your Chairman’s letter of April 11, 2019 regarding your 
Forbestown Ditch Piping Project.  Please give me a call if you have any questions or would like to discuss. 
 
We look forward to continue working with you on this project.   
 
Thanks, 
 
Willie Whittlesey 
Assistant General Manager 
(530) 741‐5026 office 
(530) 701‐6018 cell 
wwhittlesey@yubawater.org 
yubawater.org 
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1.0 Purpose and Scope 

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) completed a Pre-Feasibility Study for Leveed Area 
LAN29, Best Slough in July 2013.  In the Pre-Feasibility Study, DWR identified a critical erosion 
site (ID RD0817_01_0240_LM02.63) along the right (north) bank of the Bear River (Segment 
240) in Reclamation District 817 (RD 817) as shown in Figure 1.  The erosion site was evaluated 
for several repair alternatives including rock revetment, a widened levee, and a new setback 
levee. 

Based on preliminary cost estimates for the alternatives and the remediation measure itself, a 
DWR panel proposed placing rock slope protection on the upper levee slope with rock toe 
established on a wide berm.  However, due to the support of RD 817, adjacent landowners, the 
potential for multi-benefits, reduce long-term erosion issues, and a potential reduction in long-
term operation and maintenance costs associated with re-alignment of this constriction in the 
river; RD 817 is proposing the construction of a new setback levee in the area of the critical 
erosion site. 

The proposed setback levee would be approximately 2,800 linear-feet and be designed for a 
waterside slope of three to one (horizontal to vertical) and a landside slope of two to one 
(horizontal to vertical) and would be along the approximate alignment shown in Figure 2.  
Based on the tasks associated with the scope of an alteration project like this, as described in 
this Scope of Work, the project is estimated to have an anticipated total estimated project cost 
of approximately $10.5 million.  This alternative would not only remediate critical erosion but 
also provide many potential multi-benefits for the flood system and RD 817. 



 

   

Figure 1 – DWR LAN29 Critical Sites (from Pre-Feasibility Study) 

 





 

   

2.0 Background 

Historically, during periods of high water, the area surrounding the critical erosion site 
experiences high velocities sometimes exceeding ten feet-per-second.  These high velocities in 
the river located at this floodway constriction inherently will cause erosion issues in this area.  
This is very costly for operations and maintenance and creates a critical site in the system that 
may be subject to failure during a future flood event.  DWR noted in the Pre-Feasibility Study 
that this site nearly breached during the 1986 flood, and during several flood events since 1986 
the site has been at high risk of failure and therefore has been identified by DWR as a critical 
erosion site. 

3.0 Recommended Scope of Work 

The scope of work to complete the reconnaissance, design, and construction of a multi-benefit 
setback levee as the preferred alternative to remediate the critical erosion site is reflected in 
the following project tasks, which are anticipated for project completion.  The tasks include the 
geotechnical design by AECOM, civil design by Wood Rodgers Inc. (Wood Rodgers), multi-
benefit design and geomorphology by FlowWest, environmental and permitting documentation 
by Stillwater Sciences (Stillwater), and supervision and administration provided by MBK 
Engineers (MBK), RD 817’s Project Manager.  The preliminary task cost estimates and design 
and anticipated construction schedule are reflected in the Section 4.0, Table 1 and 2, 
respectively. 

A. Geotechnical Design (AECOM) 

Task A1: Perform Geotechnical Explorations 

AECOM will an anticipated seven borings along the proposed setback levee alignment 
that will be used for project analysis. 

Task A2: Perform Geotechnical Analysis 

AECOM will provide a comprehensive geotechnical analysis of the borings and 
provide geotechnical guidance and recommendations to be used in the Basis of 
Design Report and for consideration in final project design. 

Task A3: Assist the Completion of Basis of Design Report and Design Coordination 

AECOM will provide the geotechnical guidance needed to complete a Basis of Design 
Report for the proposed setback levee and will coordinate with Wood Rodgers, 
FlowWest, Stillwater, and MBK on overall project design and Basis of Design 
completion. 



 

   

B. Civil Design (Wood Rodgers) 

Task B1: Perform Project Management 

Wood Rodgers will manage work for the Reclamation District 817 (RD 817) Bear River 
North Levee Setback Project (Project), including performing quality control, routine 
communication, and scope, schedule, and budget monitoring.  It is anticipated that 
the work will take place over a period of twelve (12) months.  One (1) Project 
Coordination meeting (one hour in duration) is anticipated each month to include 
Wood Rodgers, AECOM, FlowWest, and Reclamation District (RD) 817’s Project 
Manager, MBK Engineers.  Wood Rodgers will schedule and facilitate these meetings 
and will prepare the meeting agendas and notes.  A status report and invoice will also 
be prepared each month and forwarded to RD 817’s Project Manager.  It is assumed 
that other consultants on the Project will be contracted directly to MBK Engineers 
and not to Wood Rodgers.  If the Project is funded under a California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) grant program, it is assumed that grant funding coordination 
and administration will be handled by RD 817’s Project Manager, MBK Engineers. 

Task B2: Perform Land and Bathymetric Surveying 

The existing levee has experienced some erosion since the 2008 California 
Department of Water Resources Central Valley Floodplain Evaluation and Delineation 
(CVFED) Project developed topographic mapping for the area.   In addition, the 
setback levee alignment may require supplemental planimetric surveying data for use 
in a setback levee design.  Therefore, new topographic mapping will be prepared for 
the Project for the length of the setback levee alignment and 250 feet upstream and 
downstream of the Project’s limits.  The survey will extend laterally from the 
northern waterline of the Bear River to a point 200 feet landward of the setback 
levee landside toe.  Bathymetric cross sections will be prepared at 200-foot intervals 
throughout the Project length.  A total of ten bathymetric cross sections will be 
prepared. 

Task B3: Prepare Basis of Design Report 

Wood Rodgers will prepare a Basis of Design Report (BODR) describing the criteria 
and references that will govern the Project design, including freeboard criteria, levee 
borrow materials, encroachments and vegetation criteria, and other elements of the 
design as may be appropriate.  The BODR will summarize the setback levee design 
and include (as appendices) relevant hydraulic, geomorphologic, and geotechnical 
information prepared by others.  Alternatives formulation and analysis are not 
included as part of this Scope of Work.  Drawings representing a 30-percent level of 
design, a listing of specifications, and a preliminary estimate of probable construction 
costs will also be included in the BODR. 

Task B4: Prepare 60-Percent Design 

The 60-percent design submittal will include plans, specifications, and a construction 
cost estimate.  The design plans will include general notes, symbols, and 



 

   

abbreviations; survey data and notes; aerial image layouts for the levee alignment, 
plan and profile sheets, cross-sections, standard details, and geotechnical data.  
Wood Rodgers will work with RD 817’s Project Manager to identify potential borrow 
sources, and the borrow site and borrow site haul route will be shown in the 60-
percent plans.  Wood Rodgers will incorporate plans prepared by FlowWest for 
erosion protection and/or eco-system enhancement into its overall plan set.  The 
level of design at 60 percent will be suitable for preparing California Environmental 
Quality Act and National Environmental Protection Act documentation as well as 
other regulatory permits (by others).    

Specifications will be based on the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Specs-Intact 
format, and will include the County of Sacramento General Provisions (unless 
otherwise provided by RD 817), Supplemental Provisions pertaining to specific 
elements of the construction contract, and Technical Provisions.  

A construction cost estimate will be provided at the 60-percent level, developed in 
Microsoft Excel.  The estimate will be provided in a format to match the construction 
bid schedule.   

Task B5: Prepare 90-Percent Design 

Following receipt of comments on Wood Rodgers’ 60-percent design submittal, a 90-
percent design submittal will be prepared.  The 90-percent submittal will contain all 
of the elements of the 60-percent submittal, but will more fully define the design and 
will address comments received on the 90-percent submittal. 

Task B6: Prepare 100-Percent Design 

Following receipt of comments on Wood Rodgers’ 90-percent design submittal, a 
100-percent design submittal will be prepared.  The 100-percent submittal will 
address all comments received on the 90-percent design submittal.  

Task B7: Prepare Final Design 

Following any comments on Wood Rodgers’ 100-percent design submittal, a final set 
of plans and specifications suitable for soliciting construction bids will be prepared.  
The Final Design submittal will address all comments received on the 100-percent 
design submittal.  

C. Multi-Benefit Design and Geomorphology (FloWest) 

Task C1: Geomorphic Assessment and Topo Survey 

FlowWest will conduct a basic historical geomorphic assessment, including analyzing 
historical aerial imagery, discussing the history of levee erosion and at the site with 
members of the project team and representatives from RD 817, and documenting in 
a quantified way the geomorphic drivers of the problems at the site. We will visit the 
site to perform a topographic survey and geomorphic assessment of existing bed and 



 

   

bank conditions, sediment characteristics, and vegetation cover.  A geomorphic 
assessment section of Basis of Design report documenting evaluation and findings 
will be produced. 

Task C2: Hydraulic Modeling 

FlowWest will review available existing models to support ecologic enhancement and 
hydraulic design. As an optional task, starting with an available 1D or 2D hydraulic 
model and hydrologic info from others, we will develop 2D pre-project and design 
conditions models using HEC-RAS to optimize geomorphic and ecological 
enhancement design of the project. This modeling would be used to optimize the 
design geometry to maximize stability and optimize salmonid habitat quality.  A 
hydraulic modeling memo (for optional task) will be produced. 

Task C3: Geomorphic and Ecological Enhancement Design 

FlowWest will interpret geomorphic conditions from Task 1, hydraulics and sediment 
transport characteristics from Task 2, and develop recommendations for geomorphic 
and ecologic enhancement components of the levee setback design. We will 
recommended location, orientation, and geometry of the setback levee alignment 
and the proposed floodplain bench between the active channel and the levee, and 
propose treatment options for improving bank stability and habitat conditions for 
Bear River salmon and steelhead.  A geomorphic and ecological enhancement design 
section of Basis of Design report with recommendations for multi-benefit 
enhancements to design will be produced. 

Task C4: Plans, Specifications, and Cost Estimate 

For each design submittal (30-, 60-, 90-, and 100-percent), FlowWest will prepare 
engineering drawings, relevant specifications (expected to include floodplain grading, 
revegetation, and bioengineering bank protection), and cost estimate for geomorphic 
and ecological enhancement components of the setback levee project, including the 
inset floodplain and bank stabilization treatment components. The drawings will 
reference levee designs by other members of the design team, and include existing 
topography based on available LiDAR, proposed finished grade contours, typical 
sections, details, and revegetation details.  FlowWest will produce: 30-percent design 
drawings and cost estimate; 60-percent drawings, cost estimate, and specifications 
outline; 90-percent design drawings, cost estimate, and specifications; 100-percent 
drawings, cost estimate, and specifications 

Task C5: Adaptive Management and Monitoring 

FlowWest will develop an adaptive management and long term monitoring plan, 
including establishment of a monitoring and reporting protocol. We expect that the 
monitoring protocol will include establishment of flow thresholds for conducting 
monitoring. Following construction, we will conduct an as-built survey of the site to 
establish baseline conditions and several cross section monitoring locations. Then we 
will conduct post-project monitoring following moderate and high flow events to 



 

   

evaluate the stability of the site, document revegetation establishment, and report 
findings and recommendations.  An adaptive management and monitoring plan; as-
built topo; post-project monitoring reports with cross sections, monitoring point 
photo-documentation, and recommendations will be produced. 

D. Environmental Permitting and Documentation (Stillwater) 

Task D1: Project Management, Meetings, and Coordination 

Stillwater will coordinate with MBK staff to plan and execute the project and will 
manage the project budget and schedule. This task also includes time for agency 
coordination and two meetings related to Task D4.  Monthly invoices and progress 
reports will be produced, and Stillwater will participate in project coordination 
calls/meetings.  

Task D2: Permit Strategy Memorandum and Agency Coordination 

Stillwater will develop a comprehensive permit strategy memorandum to outline 
various permit triggers and needs, based on the project description and design, to 
assist in project planning. A one-day reconnaissance site visit is included in this task, 
preferably combined with a team kick-off meeting. This task also includes agency 
coordination to help determine which permits will be needed. This task may result in 
revisions to the permits that are anticipated to be necessary for the project, as 
described in Task D4.  A Draft and Final Permit Strategy Memorandum will be 
produced, and Stillwater will participate in preliminary agency coordination. 

Task D3: Biological Resource Evaluation 

Stillwater will complete an existing information review using desktop sources (e.g., 
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), California Native Plant Society’s 
(CNPS) online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California, and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS’s) Information for Planning and Conservation 
(IPaC) tool and designated critical habitat maps) to develop a comprehensive list of 
the special status species of concern in the project vicinity. A preliminary assessment 
of the potential for each species to occur at the project site will be made based on 
the species’ range, habitat requirements, and the location and date of occurrences in 
the databases. A habitat survey to evaluate on-the-ground conditions, habitat 
suitability and quality, and any other biological issues will be conducted. A botanical 
survey and wetland delineation will also be conducted.  Biological Resources 
Evaluation Report, suitable for attaching to permit applications; Wetland Delineation 
and Report, suitable for attaching to a Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination 
request and/or Section 404 permit application will be produced. 

Task D4: Permitting/ Task 5 - 9: Optional Permitting 

Based on similar projects we have completed, the following permits and agency 
consultations may be necessary, depending upon the details of the project design, to 
conduct the project: (a) U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Section 10/404 Permit, 



 

   

(b) Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification, (c) Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 consultation with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and 
preparation of a Biologic Assessment (BA), (d) National Historic Preservation Act 
Section 106 consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and 
preparation of a cultural resources survey and report; (e) California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Streambed Alteration Agreement (1602 Permit Application), 
(f) Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) Encroachment Permit, and (g) Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration-Environmental Assessment pursuant to 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). Of these, Stillwater will complete the documentation necessary for USACE, 
RWQCB, USFWS, and CDFW permits, as well as the CEQA/NEPA document. If 
necessary, we assume that a cultural resources firm would be responsible for SHPO 
consultation and documentation, and that MBK would facilitate the CVFPB permit. 

Given the preliminary information regarding current levee location and setback 
location, and depending on how the project description is developed, it may be 
possible to avoid Federal permitting/consultations and impacts to banks to avoid 
1602, thereby requiring only the IS/MND. Deliverables and costs are provided to 
reflect this possibility and include: IS/MND; additional deliverables may include 404 
Permit Application, 401 Permit Application, BA, 1602 Permit Application, EA, 
Mitigation & Monitoring Plan, as necessary. 

E. Supervision and Administration (MBK) 

Task E1: Grant Management 

MBK will manage and provide invoices, reimbursement, subcontractor contracts, and 
provide coordination and documentation required to secure funding for the project. 

Task E2: Program Management 

MBK will coordinate with AECOM, Wood Rodgers, Stillwater, and FlowWest 
throughout the project and provide overall project oversight and supervision on 
behalf of RD 817.  Coordination with the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
(CVFPB), DWR, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) as required to request 
and receive 408 permission and meet all submittal and meeting requirements 
needed to acquire a CVFPB Flood System Alteration Permit. 

Task E3: Construction Management 

MBK will provide oversight and supervision for construction of the project, including 
quality assurance and quality control, budget management, and schedule 
management on behalf of RD 817.  This will include management and supervision in 
the preparation of post construction activities, such as as-built drawing completion, 
photo records, and necessary changes to the USACE Supplemental Operation and 
Maintenance Manual. 
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From: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 10:29 AM 
To: dirdiv4nywd@yahoo.com.wfkmsokxxqudizi.mesvr.com 
Cc: bhastey@gmail.com; Jeanene Upton <jupton@yubawater.org>; Jeff Maupin (jmaupin@nywd.org) 
<jmaupin@nywd.org>; Jeanene Upton <jupton@yubawater.org> 
Subject: FW: PRA Engineering Plans 

 
Dear Dr. Flohr, 
 
This email is in response to your below request which I received via Brent Hastey.  I bring up receiving the email through 
Brent because for some reason it did not reach my inbox and it was separately sent by Brent. 
 
Yuba County Water Agency (YCWA)  has been helping out North Yuba Water District with refining the design of its 
Forbestown Ditch project since there is a request for funding support from YWA.     
 
Please note that the  Public Records Act law does not cover draft documents.  While YWA has some draft plans in its files 
from last year that have been reviewed by Agency staff, YWA does not have any final plan documents of the Forbestown 
ditch.  Thus we do not have any documents that are subject to release under the California Public Records Act. 
 
 
Curt Aikens 
General Manager 
Yuba Water Agency 
530‐741‐5015 
 

From: bhastey [mailto:bhastey@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2019 6:58 PM 
To: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org> 
Subject: Fwd: PRA Engineering Plans 

 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: Gretchen Flohr <dirdiv4nywd@yahoo.com.wfkmsokxxqudizi.mesvr.com>  
Date: 3/14/19 2:34 PM (GMT-08:00)  
To: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>, Brent Hastey <bhastey@gmail.com>  
Subject: PRA Engineering Plans  
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Hi, 

Please provide me access to and copies of all drafts, preliminary, and final engineering plans (if any) for 

piping and/or all repairs for the Forbestown Ditch. 

I am informed that you possess, are maintaining and have used the records I am requesting.  On August 

2018, North Yuba Water District General Manager Maupin announced during the Board meeting that all 

engineering plans for the Forbestown Ditch were complete and that he had submitted them to the Yuba 

County Water Agency.  

It shouldn't take you long to provide me with copies of the records I am requesting.  I expect you to 

deliver copies to me via email attachment. I further expect a response to my records request within 10 

days. If I don't receive a prompt response, then I will interpret that as a denial of my request and I will 

seek a judicial remedy. 

Finally, if you withhold any of the records or information I am requesting for any reason, I expect you to 

prevent the deletion or destruction of any of the records I am requesting until I am satisfied with your 

response to my request. 

Thank you, 

Dr. Gretchen Flohr 
Director Division 4 NYWD  
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From: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 7:07 AM 
To: Neil Graber <ngraber@northstareng.com>; Daniel Jenkins <djenkins@sageengineers.com>; Willie Whittlesey 
<wwhittlesey@yubawater.org>; Darren Mack <dmack@sageengineers.com>; Jeff Maupin <jmaupin@nywd.org>; Terry 
Peterson <tpeterson@yubawater.org> 
Cc: Rich Guevarra <RGuevarra@northstareng.com> 
Subject: Re: Updated: Sage meeting with NYWD. 

 
My meeting was cancelled so I will be there for the meeting today along with Willie. 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Neil Graber <ngraber@northstareng.com>  
Date: 11/29/18 6:21 PM (GMT‐08:00)  
To: Daniel Jenkins <djenkins@sageengineers.com>, Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>, Willie Whittlesey 
<wwhittlesey@yubawater.org>, Darren Mack <dmack@sageengineers.com>, Jeff Maupin <jmaupin@nywd.org>, Terry 
Peterson <tpeterson@yubawater.org>  
Cc: Rich Guevarra <RGuevarra@northstareng.com>  
Subject: RE: Updated: Sage meeting with NYWD.  
 
Dan, 
  
Thank you for the agenda.  I will review this with Rich in the morning and we look forward to discussing any concerns 
you might have during our meeting tomorrow afternoon. 
  
Neil Graber 
Senior Engineer 
  

 
111 Mission Ranch Blvd, Ste. 100 
Chico, CA 95926 
(530) 893‐1600 ext. 206 
www.northstareng.com 
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From: Daniel Jenkins [mailto:djenkins@sageengineers.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 6:16 PM 
To: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>; Willie Whittlesey <wwhittlesey@yubawater.org>; Darren Mack 
<dmack@sageengineers.com>; Jeff Maupin <jmaupin@nywd.org>; Terry Peterson <tpeterson@yubawater.org>; Neil 
Graber <ngraber@northstareng.com> 
Subject: RE: Updated: Sage meeting with NYWD. 
  
All, 
 
Please see an agenda attached with discussion items for tomorrow's meeting.  
 
Dan Jenkins, PE 
Senior Project Engineer | Rope Access Team 
SAGE Engineers, Inc. 
D 916.677.4762 
C 916.439.9375 
 
-----Original_Appointment----- 
From: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 3:50 PM 
To: Curt Aikens; Daniel Jenkins; Willie Whittlesey; Darren Mack; Jeff Maupin; Terry Peterson 
Subject: FW: Updated: Sage meeting with NYWD. 
When: Friday, November 30, 2018 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: YWA 1220 F Street Marysville 
 
 
 
-----Original_Appointment----- 
From: Curt Aikens <caikens@yubawater.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 3:49 PM 
To: Curt Aikens; Willie Whittlesey; Darren Mack; Jeff Maupin; Terry Peterson 
Subject: Updated: Sage meeting with NYWD. 
When: Friday, November 30, 2018 5:00 PM-6:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: YWA 1220 F Street Marysville 
 
 
When: Nov 30, 2018 2:00:00 PM 
Where: YWA 1220 F Street Marysville 
-- 
This confirms the meeting on Friday at 2 pm. Willie will be filling in for me. If there are scheduling issues 
please contact Willie at 530 701 6018 or Terry at 530 741 5001. 



8691 La Porte Road, Brownsville, CA 95919 | www.nywd.org | (530) 675-2567

April 11, 2019

Yuba Water Agency
POD Committee
1220 F Street
Marysville, CA 95901

Dear YWA Chairman, Mr. Brent Hastey, and POD Committee Chairman, Mr. Randy Fletcher,

Thank you for the opportunity to be considered for support. 18 months ago, North Yuba Water District (NYWD) 
appeared before your POD committee, requesting support to provide a reliable, safe source of drinking water 
for the approximately 3,100 customers of NYWD. At that meeting, YWA granted NYWD the funds to complete 
an income survey of the District, which concluded that NYWD is in fact a Severely Disadvantaged Community.  
In addition, funding for a peer review of the engineering work for the Forbestown Ditch Piping project (Project) 
was approved (completed by Sage Engineering) and a letter of support was drafted by YWA committing every 
effort possible to bring the Project to completion.

To recap the need for the Project, moving to a piped Ditch will significantly lower the possibility of catastrophic 
breaches to the Ditch (two of which occurred in 2017.) In addition, as water moves through the unpiped Ditch 
up to 60% is lost due to seepage and evaporation, and contamination occurs from dirt, trash, metals and chemi-
cals from illegal marijuana grows. Piping the Ditch would vastly improve, if not completely resolve, these issues.

A Prop 1 grant for $500,000 was used to complete the engineering phase of the Project. The estimated con-
struction cost of the Project is $10 million. Unfortunately, Prop 1 grant funding is not available in 2019 and 
2020, so NYWD is here today requesting a 50/50 YWA grant and loan so construction of the Project can begin. 

There is strong potential that Prop 1 funds (up to $5 Mill, see attachment) will become available to complete 
a portion of the work, and NYWD will commit to continuing to pursue Prop 1 funding to offset the YWA loan 
if possible. (NYWD has successfully partnered with California Rural Water, State Revolving Funds Division, on 
two previous grants, and will contract with them again on pursuit of Prop 1 funds for this Project.) If no Prop 1 
grant funding is obtained by the end of the Project, NYWD requests that the YWA loan portion of the Project be 
converted to a grant as well.

Thank you for your consideration of our request. Please feel free to contact myself, or NYWD General Manager, 
Jeff Maupin, (530) 675-2567, to answer any questions, or to discuss further the merits of our request.

Sincerely,

Eric Hansard
NYWD Chairman, Board of Directors

ATTACHMENT



PROP 1, Drinking Water Funding Program - Explanation of Grant Criteria

Full presentation may be downloaded at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/
dwsrf/docs/prop1/dwsrf_prop1_%20presentation.pdf

NYWD is a Severely Disadvantaged Community (SDAC) and will continue to  
pursue up to $5 Mil in construction grant Prop 1 funding for the Project




